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Recorded crime

Administrative figures measure offences known and
recorded

Dark figure

Unreported and unrecorded offences remain outside
police counts

Victim surveys

Experiences can be measured beyond police reports

Crime evidence 1

Self-report studies,

Anonymous disclosure can reveal otherwise hidden
offending

Patterns and trends

Counts, rates and composition answer different
questions

Triangulating evidence
Compare sources whose strengths and limits differ

Cizime evidence 2
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Crime and deviance

Different offence trends

2025 fraud rose while criminal damage was far
below its 1995 peak

Statistical uncertainty

A measured difference may not establish a real
population change

Dated estimates

1. Crime evidence 1 — Crime evidence 2: Records and surveys measure different parts of the dark figure and reported patterns.
2. Crime evidence 2 — Dated estimates: Dated trends require comparable scope, measures and attention to uncertainty.



