
Family functions 1Family functions 1

Family and householdFamily and household
Kinship or caring ties differ from sharedKinship or caring ties differ from shared

residenceresidence
Family functionsFamily functions

Care, reproduction, resources and learning can beCare, reproduction, resources and learning can be
organised togetherorganised together

ParsonsParsons
Primary socialisation and adult emotional supportPrimary socialisation and adult emotional support

were central functionswere central functions
Instrumental and expressive rolesInstrumental and expressive roles

Parsons linked differentiated roles to familyParsons linked differentiated roles to family
stabilitystability

Family functions 2Family functions 2Comparing functionsComparing functions
A stabilising institution may also reproduceA stabilising institution may also reproduce

inequalityinequality

Forms / diversity 1Forms / diversity 1

Nuclear and extended familiesNuclear and extended families
Two-generation arrangements differ from widerTwo-generation arrangements differ from wider
kin networkskin networks
Lone-parent and reconstituted familiesLone-parent and reconstituted families
A family can have one resident parent orA family can have one resident parent or
combine earlier relationshipscombine earlier relationships
Same-sex and other arrangementsSame-sex and other arrangements
Partnership and care do not fit onePartnership and care do not fit one
conventional formconventional form
Marriage formsMarriage forms
Partner arrangements vary across societies andPartner arrangements vary across societies and
timetime

Forms / diversity 2Forms / diversity 2
Rapoports' diversityRapoports' diversity
Organisation, culture, class, life course andOrganisation, culture, class, life course and
cohort mattercohort matter
Comparing settingsComparing settings
Industrialisation does not produce oneIndustrialisation does not produce one
universal family pathuniversal family path
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1. Family functions 1 → Family functions 2: Gendered role specialisation changes how the same family function distributes work.1. Family functions 1 → Family functions 2: Gendered role specialisation changes how the same family function distributes work.
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2. Forms / diversity 1 → Forms / diversity 2: Family diversity concerns organisation and context as well as household form.2. Forms / diversity 1 → Forms / diversity 2: Family diversity concerns organisation and context as well as household form.
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