
Brief / resourceBrief / resource

Read the purpose firstRead the purpose first
A brief constrains decisions about style, audienceA brief constrains decisions about style, audience

and occasionand occasion
Choose suitable resourcesChoose suitable resources

Write for capabilities rather than an imaginedWrite for capabilities rather than an imagined
unlimited soundunlimited sound

Originality and evidenceOriginality and evidence
Retain your own musical decisions and acknowledgeRetain your own musical decisions and acknowledge

permitted sourcespermitted sources

Develop ideas 1Develop ideas 1

Start with a small ideaStart with a small idea
A motif needs a recognisable identity and scopeA motif needs a recognisable identity and scope

for developmentfor development
Melodic shapingMelodic shaping

Contour, rhythm and arrival notes can create aContour, rhythm and arrival notes can create a
coherent phrasecoherent phrase

Repetition and sequenceRepetition and sequence
A controlled change can extend an idea withoutA controlled change can extend an idea without

losing identitylosing identity
Rhythmic developmentRhythmic development

Keep an identity while changing pace or placementKeep an identity while changing pace or placement

Develop ideas 2Develop ideas 2
Transformation and inversionTransformation and inversion
Changes should be audible and appropriate toChanges should be audible and appropriate to
the purposethe purpose
Improvisation and selectionImprovisation and selection
Exploration becomes composition throughExploration becomes composition through
deliberate choicesdeliberate choices

Harmony 1Harmony 1

Harmonic planningHarmonic planning
A progression can support phrase direction andA progression can support phrase direction and
contrastcontrast
Voice leading and bassVoice leading and bass
How notes connect affects fluency and balanceHow notes connect affects fluency and balance

Texture and interactionTexture and interaction
Arrange roles so principal ideas are audibleArrange roles so principal ideas are audible

Structural planStructural plan
Unity and contrast work across the whole pieceUnity and contrast work across the whole piece
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1. Brief / resource → Develop ideas 1: Brief and resources guide the choice of starting idea.1. Brief / resource → Develop ideas 1: Brief and resources guide the choice of starting idea.
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2. Develop ideas 2 → Harmony 1: Motif development and harmonic planning need coherent relationships.2. Develop ideas 2 → Harmony 1: Motif development and harmonic planning need coherent relationships.
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Composing andComposing and

developing ideasdeveloping ideas
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