Mr Kidman’s Classroom - MUS6 - Revision mind map

Lyrical delivery

A ballad can prioritise a sustained emotional
vocal line

Harmony and phrase shape

Regular chord changes can support tension and
release

Vocal techniques

Pitch inflection and note setting contribute to
expression

Arrangement and build

Texture may develop across repeating song sections

Ballads 1

Solo artist and collaborators

A named solo performer can still rely on a
large creative team

Hooks and layered vocals

Memorable ideas can be melodic, rhythmic or
timbral

Sequencing and programmed rhythm
Electronic tools can organise a groove and
arrangement

Mixing and effects

Production decisions shape space, clarity and
impact

Solo artists 1

©

MUS6 - Part B

Conventions of Pop

Named ballad examples B'alllads 2
Compare different decades and instrumental choices '®

1. Ballads 1 — Ballads 2: Vocal phrasing and harmonic support interact in ballad development.
2. Ballads 2 — Solo artists 1: Arrangement choices can be compared with contemporary production.



