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Arms race

Nuclear competition raised deterrence and
destruction risks

Warsaw Pact

1955 Eastern military alliance followed West
German NATO entry

Hungarian Uprising

1956: reform demands escalated towards leaving the
bloc

Hungary crushed

Soviet invasion restored control; Western aid was
limited

Arms / Hungary

Refugee problem
Leaving through Berlin weakened East Germany

Summit difficulties
1959-61 talks failed to resolve Berlin's status

Berlin / Cuba 1

Berlin Wall

August 1961: barrier stopped movement and
separated families

Wall consequences
Stabilised the border while symbolising repression

H4 - Part B
Superpower relations
and the Cold War,

Cuban Revolution

1959: Castro's rule moved from US hostility
towards Soviet ties

Bay of Pigs

1961 failed invasion strengthened Castro and
Soviet alignment

Missile motives

1962: Soviet missiles protected Cuba and
altered strategic balance

Crisis sequence

Discovery led to quarantine, negotiation and
withdrawal

Berlin / Cuba 2

Berlin / Cuba3 Crisis consequences

@ Hotline and restraint followed a near-war
confrontation

1. Arms / Hungary — Berlin / Cuba 3: Nuclear deterrence made a Cuban confrontation dangerous and compromise urgent.
2. Berlin / Cuba 1 — Berlin / Cuba 2: Failed Berlin diplomacy and Cuban invasion strengthened calls for defensive barriers.



