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Grand Alliance

1941 common enemy united ideologically different
powers

Tehran

1943: second front agreed; Soviet security
remained important

Yalta

February 1945: occupation plans and elections
raised future disputes

Potsdam

July-August 1945: new leaders and atomic power
sharpened tension

Alliance 1

Truman Doctrine

1947: support for states resisting communist
pressure

Marshall Plan

1947 economic aid aimed at recovery and
containment

Cominform

1947 organisation coordinated communist
political action

Comecon

1949 economic organisation reinforced the
Eastern bloc

Containment 1

H4 - Part A
Superpower relations
and the Cold War,

1941-91

Atomic bomb

US monopoly strengthened leverage and Soviet
suspicion

Long telegram

1946: Kennan portrayed Soviet policy as
expansionist

Novikov telegram

1946: Soviet report portrayed US ambition as
domination

Satellite states

Soviet control created a buffer and alarmed the
West

Alliance 2

Berlin division

Western zones lay within Soviet-occupied
eastern Germany

Blockade and airlift

Containment, 2
supply

German states

NATO

1949 collective defence tied the USA to
Western Europe

1. Alliance 1 — Alliance 2: Unresolved wartime agreements deepened suspicion after leadership and military changes.
2. Containment 1 — Containment 2: Containment and divided occupation developed into rival institutions and states.

1948-49: Soviet land blockade met Western air

1949: FRG and GDR made division more permanent



