
Evacuation 1Evacuation 1

RAMCRAMC
Medical corps organised treatment and evacuationMedical corps organised treatment and evacuation

Stretcher bearersStretcher bearers
Danger and difficult ground slowed firstDanger and difficult ground slowed first

assistanceassistance
Aid postsAid posts

Close to fighting: dress wounds and stabiliseClose to fighting: dress wounds and stabilise
patientspatients

Field ambulanceField ambulance
A medical unit staffed dressing stations, not justA medical unit staffed dressing stations, not just

a vehiclea vehicle

Evacuation 2Evacuation 2

Clearing stationsClearing stations
Near transport: triage and urgent operationsNear transport: triage and urgent operations

Base hospitalsBase hospitals
Further back: specialist treatment and longerFurther back: specialist treatment and longer

recoveryrecovery
Transport stagesTransport stages

Stretchers, horses, motors, trains and shipsStretchers, horses, motors, trains and ships
connected careconnected care

Evacuation trade-offEvacuation trade-off
Distance improved safety but delayed lifesavingDistance improved safety but delayed lifesaving

carecare

Medical innovations 1Medical innovations 1

Wound excisionWound excision
Remove damaged tissue to reduce infection riskRemove damaged tissue to reduce infection risk

Carrel–DakinCarrel–Dakin
Irrigation used an antiseptic solution inIrrigation used an antiseptic solution in
woundswounds
Thomas splintThomas splint
Stabilising leg fractures reduced damageStabilising leg fractures reduced damage
during movementduring movement
X-ray originsX-ray origins
1895 discovery enabled imaging before wartime1895 discovery enabled imaging before wartime
useuse

Medical innovations 2Medical innovations 2

Mobile X-raysMobile X-rays
Locate fragments and fractures; equipment hadLocate fragments and fractures; equipment had
limitslimits
TransfusionTransfusion
Matching blood groups improved safety beforeMatching blood groups improved safety before
the warthe war
Stored bloodStored blood
Citrate and cooling allowed blood to be keptCitrate and cooling allowed blood to be kept
for usefor use
Cambrai blood bankCambrai blood bank
Robertson prepared stored blood for the 1917Robertson prepared stored blood for the 1917
battlebattle
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1. Evacuation 1 → Evacuation 2: Forward stabilisation and rear facilities formed a flexible evacuation chain.1. Evacuation 1 → Evacuation 2: Forward stabilisation and rear facilities formed a flexible evacuation chain.
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2. Medical innovations 1 → Medical innovations 2: Cleaner wounds and imaging supported more effective surgical decisions.2. Medical innovations 1 → Medical innovations 2: Cleaner wounds and imaging supported more effective surgical decisions.
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