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Western Front Trench foot

British sector lay in northern France and Belgium Wet, cold conditions damaged feet; prevention
needed drying

Other illness

Lice, contaminated water and exhaustion harmed
health

Psychological injury

Shell shock had varied symptoms and disputed
causes

Ypres salient

Exposed projection faced fire from several
directions

Somme

1916: mass casualties overwhelmed treatment
capacity

Front and trenches 1 Iliness and wounds 1

Arras, Rifle wounds
1917: underground facilities protected some Bullets could penetrate deeply and damage
treatment organs

il

H2 - Part A

The British sector of
the Western Front,

1914-18 .
Explosive wounds

Shrapnel tore tissue and carried dirt into
wounds

Head injuries

Trench exposure increased need for protective
helmets

Gas effects

Chlorine, phosgene and mustard gas caused
different harm

Infection context
Germ theory and asepsis existed before the war

Cambrai
1917: tanks and planned blood supplies shaped care

Trench organisation Frzont and trenches 2 Illness and wounds2
Front, support and reserve lines linked by ® ®
communications

Terrain and transport

Mud, craters and destroyed roads delayed
evacuation

1. Front and trenches 1 — Illness and wounds 1: Terrain and trench conditions created illness and delayed assistance.
2. Front and trenches 2 — Illness and wounds 2: Difficult movement increased the danger from serious wounds and infection.



