
Nursing / surgery 2Nursing / surgery 2

AsepsisAsepsis
Prevent contamination through sterilisation andPrevent contamination through sterilisation and

hygienehygiene
VaccinationVaccination

Government action expanded protection againstGovernment action expanded protection against
smallpoxsmallpox

Public healthPublic health
1875 Act made sanitation a local responsibility1875 Act made sanitation a local responsibility

Jenner / SnowJenner / Snow

Jenner's testJenner's test
1796: cowpox protection was tested against1796: cowpox protection was tested against

smallpoxsmallpox
Jenner's limitsJenner's limits

Resistance and missing explanation slowedResistance and missing explanation slowed
vaccinationvaccination

Snow's evidenceSnow's evidence
1854: deaths and water use implicated Broad Street1854: deaths and water use implicated Broad Street

Pump removalPump removal
Removing the handle prevented access, not proofRemoving the handle prevented access, not proof

alonealone

Modern diagnosisModern diagnosis

GeneticsGenetics
Inherited variants can influence risk ofInherited variants can influence risk of
illnessillness
LifestyleLifestyle
Smoking, diet and activity influence diseaseSmoking, diet and activity influence disease
riskrisk
Blood testsBlood tests
Laboratory evidence identifies disease andLaboratory evidence identifies disease and
monitors healthmonitors health
Scans and monitorsScans and monitors
Imaging and measurements reveal hiddenImaging and measurements reveal hidden
problemsproblems

Modern treatmentModern treatment

NHSNHS
1948: access expanded through publicly funded1948: access expanded through publicly funded
carecare
Magic bulletsMagic bullets
Selective chemicals targeted particularSelective chemicals targeted particular
infectionsinfections
High-tech treatmentHigh-tech treatment
New equipment enabled complex medicine andNew equipment enabled complex medicine and
surgerysurgery
Mass preventionMass prevention
Vaccination programmes and campaigns reduceVaccination programmes and campaigns reduce
riskrisk
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1. Nursing / surgery 2 → Jenner / Snow: Vaccination and sanitation promoted prevention through different methods.1. Nursing / surgery 2 → Jenner / Snow: Vaccination and sanitation promoted prevention through different methods.
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2. Modern diagnosis → Modern treatment: Improved diagnosis helps select increasingly specialised treatment.2. Modern diagnosis → Modern treatment: Improved diagnosis helps select increasingly specialised treatment.

H1 · Part CH1 · Part C
Medicine in Britain,Medicine in Britain,

c1250–presentc1250–present
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