Mr Kidman’s Classroom -

Four Humours

Imbalance explained illness; bleeding restored

balance

Religion

Sin and divine judgement supported prayer and
penance

Miasma

Bad air was blamed; cleaning and sweet smells
followed

Galen's authority,

Church, books and education reinforced ancient
ideas

Medieval medicine 1

H1 - Revision mind map

Plague arrival

1348-49: devastating epidemic without germ
knowledge

Plague explanations
God, astrology and foul air shaped responses

Black Death

Plague treatment

Bleeding and remedies failed to remove
infection

Plague comparison

Limited understanding restricted prevention
and cures

.|.

Physicians

University learning, urine charts and costly
advice

Other healers

Apothecaries supplied remedies; surgeons did
operations

Care at home

Families and herbal knowledge provided everyday
care
Hospitals,

Religious care offered rest, cleanliness and
prayer

Medieval medicine 2

H1 - Part A

Medicine in Britain,
c1250-present

New observation

Renaissance enquiry challenged details, not
all old beliefs

Printing

Books and illustrations spread findings more
widely

Royal Society

Experiments and shared reports encouraged
testing
Sydenham

Observe symptoms and classify disease
carefully

Renaissance ideas

1. Medieval medicine 1 — Black Death: Humoral and religious beliefs shaped plague responses.
2. Renaissance ideas — Medieval medicine 1: Observation and shared experiments began to challenge inherited authority.



