
Medieval medicine 1Medieval medicine 1

Four HumoursFour Humours
Imbalance explained illness; bleeding restoredImbalance explained illness; bleeding restored

balancebalance
ReligionReligion

Sin and divine judgement supported prayer andSin and divine judgement supported prayer and
penancepenance
MiasmaMiasma

Bad air was blamed; cleaning and sweet smellsBad air was blamed; cleaning and sweet smells
followedfollowed

Galen's authorityGalen's authority
Church, books and education reinforced ancientChurch, books and education reinforced ancient

ideasideas

Medieval medicine 2Medieval medicine 2

PhysiciansPhysicians
University learning, urine charts and costlyUniversity learning, urine charts and costly

adviceadvice
Other healersOther healers

Apothecaries supplied remedies; surgeons didApothecaries supplied remedies; surgeons did
operationsoperations

Care at homeCare at home
Families and herbal knowledge provided everydayFamilies and herbal knowledge provided everyday

carecare
HospitalsHospitals

Religious care offered rest, cleanliness andReligious care offered rest, cleanliness and
prayerprayer

Black DeathBlack Death

Plague arrivalPlague arrival
1348–49: devastating epidemic without germ1348–49: devastating epidemic without germ
knowledgeknowledge
Plague explanationsPlague explanations
God, astrology and foul air shaped responsesGod, astrology and foul air shaped responses

Plague treatmentPlague treatment
Bleeding and remedies failed to removeBleeding and remedies failed to remove
infectioninfection
Plague comparisonPlague comparison
Limited understanding restricted preventionLimited understanding restricted prevention
and curesand cures

Renaissance ideasRenaissance ideas

New observationNew observation
Renaissance enquiry challenged details, notRenaissance enquiry challenged details, not
all old beliefsall old beliefs
PrintingPrinting
Books and illustrations spread findings moreBooks and illustrations spread findings more
widelywidely
Royal SocietyRoyal Society
Experiments and shared reports encouragedExperiments and shared reports encouraged
testingtesting
SydenhamSydenham
Observe symptoms and classify diseaseObserve symptoms and classify disease
carefullycarefully
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1. Medieval medicine 1 → Black Death: Humoral and religious beliefs shaped plague responses.1. Medieval medicine 1 → Black Death: Humoral and religious beliefs shaped plague responses.
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2. Renaissance ideas → Medieval medicine 1: Observation and shared experiments began to challenge inherited authority.2. Renaissance ideas → Medieval medicine 1: Observation and shared experiments began to challenge inherited authority.

H1 · Part AH1 · Part A
Medicine in Britain,Medicine in Britain,

c1250–presentc1250–present

Mr Kidman’s Classroom · H1 · Revision mind mapMr Kidman’s Classroom · H1 · Revision mind map


